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Hi, | am Ahmed! And we
both live on Masirah!

Can you tell us a little
about yourself? J
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My name is

| live in

| go to a school called

| am years old.







The largest species
of sea turtles is the
leatherback. It feeds
in the waters around
Oman but does not
nest here.

.Jook, sea turtles!

Loggerhead Turtle
80 to 110 cm

Green Turtle
90 to 110 cm

Hawksbill Turtle
75 to 90 cm

* This is only for representative purposes. You

will not find all four sea turtle species nesting Olive Ridley Turtle
on the same beach at the same time in Oman.
60 to 70 cm




ACTIVITY O1

Sea turtles all look so similar! Let’s
identify their body parts using the given
drawing and labels. One has already
been done for us.

1
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Beak
Carapace (hard shell
on the back)

Claw

Ear

Eye

Front flipper

Back flipper

8.
9.

10.

1L

Nostrils

Plastron (hard shell on the
underside)

Scutes (plates that make up
the hard shell on the back)
Tail

Sea turtles have ears that
are much smalller than
ours. We can’t see them

because they are covered
by a protective layer of
skin. Their ears work by
allowing them to hear
vibrations in the water.

ACTIVITY 02

While all sea turtles have a beak, every
species has one that is slightly different
from the other. Their beaks have adapted
to help them eat a particular type of food.
Can you match the description of the
beak to the turtle’s diet?

The beak of a green
turtle is a saw-like,
serrated beak that is
ideal for cutting and
scraping

A loggerhead has a wide
head with a strong ja
that enab

Sea turtles cannot breathe
underwater, but can hold

their breath for up to

two hours or more when
resting. When active,

they normally surface to
breathe every few minutes.




There are a total of seven species of sea turtles that
are found all over the world! Well, almost all over
because there are none to be found in Antarctica.
Four of these seven species nest on Masirah and in
other parts of Oman. Let’s take a clgger look.

ACTIVITY 03
Use the map to locate
where you live. Would
you be lucky to see sea
turtles or hatchlings

MASIRAH

close by? 0 M AN ISLAND |

“HAIMA aALD

C

\
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Nesting Beaches

9, Loggerhead Turtle

AL HALLAN W%, Green Turtle
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*Thismap is not to scale and : RN, — : : * Hawksbill Turtle

is not a formal reference for Vi V.- SALALAH
international borders. ¥ i . \

. /% Olive Ridley Turtle




Unfortunately, most sea turtles
are threatened globally. There are

Sea turtles have been on

plenty of reasons for their declining carth since the time of the 1
numbers, and sea turtles in Oman dinosaurs. Six of the seven e - 2
species of sea turtles are -
face the same threats. now listed under IUCN'’s
(the International Union for Wateh out. <
: atch out, don’t ay
ACTIVITY 04 C_onservatlon of Nature)_ Red s TR
. . List of Threatened Species as fishing net! could get
This mama turtle and these hatchlings globally threatened. 5
. in that
need to make a safe passage to their trash!

destinations. (1) The mama must get to
the beach to lay her eggs, and (2) the

hatchlings need to get to the sea. Help
them find their way while avoiding all

Wetch out for
hot embers and
deep holes left

th th th ’ behind by people
e threats they face! That's not food, Hide! There are i R
that’s trash! pichicking at the
— m..r : hungry crabs ahead. beach.
- ..‘_ —— ’ : L. —~

find another beach.

Y=
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Oh, there’s no room
K for a nest here. Let’s

Watch out!
Phew!
That car
almost ran
over you.

' This isn’t a safe beach
to lay your eggs on.

Look, they’re poaching

eggs from an older nest.

1 There used to
be a beach here,
where did it go?

HATCHLINGS

Ve

AHH! THIS IS A

Don’t be confused
GOOD BEACH.

by the street lights —
they won'’t lead you
| to the sea.

1
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ACTIVITY OS5

Sea turtles face many threats but, the efforts being
undertaken to protect them are just as many. Find the

words related to threats and conservation efforts in Oman

in the word search activity below. The words could be
backwards, forwards, downwards or diagonal.

F R E S E A R CH T OD L
I § F I F R Y D N C G U I
S AW AR E N E S S N NG
H E J AWWMVYV T C I O H
E R B P L NR E R OWH I T
R O O P R B E L EMOC T S
M §S L E US S OTMA A H
E I v Q P I C€C P T U O C C
N O A HOQUWUM I NUPUT
G N N L Z E E E L I J D A
P M F URL ENTTAE C
G H O S T NE T S Y X DY
G N I R OT I N OMAOGQX B

WORDS
AWARENESS EDUCATION GOVERNMENT MONITORING
P moma,  mn o

DEVELOPMENT

GHOSTNETS

EITTER

RESEARCH

It is estimated that only one in 1,000 sea turtles survive
to adulthood. Knowing this, scientists and ecologists
are trying to increase their chances of survival. We
must also help whenever we can! As we see the little
hatchlings leave our shores, let’s hope that we see them
come back to Oman.
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ACTIVITY O6

But do you know where these hatchlings
go? Hatchlings that make it out to shore

and to adulthood, live a long life! They come
back decades later to nest at the same beach
where they hatched. Use the stickers and
the information provided to complete the
hatchling’s life cycle.

NESTING

The female sea turtle comes
to shore to nest at night.
Depending on the species, it
lays anywhere between 90 to
120 eggs each time.

Qﬁ
Q%

ADULT

Adult turtles then swim
across oceans to come
closer to the beach that
they hatched at.

HATCHLING

Two to three months later,
hatchlings emerge from
the eggs, crawl across the

beach and head out to sea.

9
9

JUVENILE

Out at sea, hatchlings
grow into juvenile turtles
taking between 15 to 35

years to mature.

15
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I Unlike their
There are several things that you can

freshwater relatives,
: the head and fli
do to make sure you do not disturb sea ACTIVITY 07 of son surdos ara
turtles at the beach, whether adults or How to draw a sea turtle: fixed outside the shell
hatchlings. Here are some of them:

and cannot be pulled
into it.

STEP O1

Report wildlife v;

Re _ € Violationg
jured, strandeq ordead :.n d
turtles to the E =

1 nvironm,
Authority at 80071999, ot

ZIL
: STEP 02
F;ﬂrr:;iipate in beach clean-ups
. iin
ch, siton Do not stand directly entangle ort‘xl.)aesgc?i?it v
tou + L iy =
E!? ;:;ttoo close to sea in front of sea turtl v i beaccid -
turtles.
. Keep nesting beaches Do not litter.
| dark, quiet and safe.
= =
STEP 03
Talk to friends and :
Use red light family about the " .‘
headlamps when threats facing se

watching sea turtles. turtles.
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ACTIVITY O8

Colour the sea turtle:

1A
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