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Balaenidae (Balaena, Eubalaenidae spp.);
Balaenopteridae (Balaenoptera physalus,
(B, musculus

AOA0 A2y

Aagaio sy cliga

Balaenopteridae (Balaenoptera
acutorostrata, B. bonaerensis, B. borealis, B.

edeni, B. omurai; Megaptera novaeangliae);

Neobalenidae (Caperea); Eschrichtidae
((Eschrichtius

Physeteridae (Physeter); Ziphiidae (Beradius
spp.; Hyperoodon spp.; Indopacetus,
Mesoplodon spp.; Tasmacetus, Ziphius);
(Delphinidae (Orcinus

Delphinidae (Cephalorhynchus ssp.;
Lagenorhynchus cruciger, L. austrailis);
Phocoenidae (Neophocaena ssp.,
Phocoena ssp. Phocoenoides); Iniidae
(Inia); Kogiidae (Kogia); Lipotidae (Lipotes);
(Pontoporiidae (Pontoporia

wle 2y

wle aap5 wldga

lan glle 235

fan wlle a5 wliiga

Trichechidae (Trichechus spp.); Dugongidae wluluall
(Dugong) T
Phocidae (Cystophora, Erignathus, Halichoerus, Histriophoca, Hydrurga, Leptonychotes, cloJl (59 il dodall
Lobondon, Mirounga spp., Monachus, Neomonachus, Ommatophoca, Pagophilus, Phoca T -, P
s5p., Pusa ssp.) clgnll Y ool dpboll

Odobenidae (Odobenus); Otariidae (Arctocephalus ssp., Callorhinus, Eumetpias,
Neophoca, Otaria, Phocartos, Zalophus ssp.); Ursidae (Urus maritimus); Mustelidae

(Enhydra, Lontra feline)
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THE ARABIAN SEA
HUMPBACK WHALE

The Arabian Sea Humpback Whale is one of the most
dangered whale populations in the world, thought to
number less than 100 individuals within Oman.

These whales have been kolated in the Northemn India Ocean for over
70,000 years. Uniguely. calving and feeding ocour within the same
waters. The brecding scason i between January and May with a peak in
March, but whales may be present year round

PDC Whale Management and Mitigation Plan

POC operates 3 whale management programme 1o helg reduce the rick of
mantality and disturbance to whales from port activitkes, especially the
risk of ship strikes. The programene secks to minimise impacts through 2
Detect-Report-Respond’ system operated by irained personnel,

Report all whale sightings and seek further advice from Port Control

Speed and Strike Risk

Effects of ship speed on whale fatality rates sat .

Critical Whale Habitat

@ et ot ot SN S ot o ot o

At 10 knats (19 km/he 3/10 whales diec in the cvent of a collision Keep speed to Keep a

<10kts continuous watch

@ L

At 14 knots (26 km/he) 7/10 whales die in the event of 3 collsion

ightings Avoid

@ B st st oot g gt gatn s ot gt VHF C w::es .

At 18 knots (33 ki 9710 whales die in the event of a collision

SHIP STRIKES CAN BE FATAL! wocneT S 3

Office: 24342800 Ext 888 VHF - Channel 14 whale@portdugr

SIGHTINGS GSM: 92784673
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Target species and areas of whale and dolphin watching in Oman
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Arabian Sea humpback whales (ASHW)
are present year-round in the Arabian Sea.
Other humpbacks migrate between tropi

polarfemparate waters.

o
P
/2

ARABIAN SEA
HUMPBACK

WHALES

= of whales photographed
Ve oim entanglement
in fishing gear.

Ship strike: The region hosts many ports
and some of the busiest shipping lanes
in the world.

Undarwaler noise and risk of pollution
from cil and gas activities.

Habitat degradation from coastal

development, shipping and
construction noise.

ARERS WHERE ASHW REGULARLY DBSERVED
DURING RESEARCH

ASHW STRANTINGS OR ENTANGLEMENTS

LOCATIONS OF ARABIAN SEA WHALE
NETWORK MEMEER PROECTS

<~

ARABIAN SEA WHALE NETWORK

https://arabianseawhalenetwork.org

SAUDI ARABIA

Seasonal upwelling of cold, nutrient rich ASHW becar

waters provides food for the whales that also
mate, calve, and nurse their young in the
Arabian Sea.

IRAN PAKISTAN

UNITED ARAB =
EMIRATES Y

OMAN

<A

ARABIAN SEA !

Yo

YEMEN

Yo

THE POPULATION IS DESIGNATED AS

- ENDANGERED -

INTHE |UCN REOLIST OF THREATENED
SPECIES, THE IWC, CMS, CITES AND
THE US ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

PHOTO |DENTIFICATION STUDIES INDICATE THAT ONLY
60 ~ 1"1 HUMPBACK

WHALES
REMAIN OFF THE COAST OF OMAN

THE ARABIAN SEA WHALE NETWORK IS AN INFORMAL GOLLABORATION SUPPORTED BY:

202wis -

SEA BY ILLEGAL SOVIET
WHALING IN THE 1960°S

> Isolated from other populations in
the Indian Ocean approximately 70,000 years ago.

INDIA

Sl |\ TEANATIONAL

N’

Research conducted in Oman since 2000
includes photo-1D, genetic studies, and satsllite
tagging. But little Is known about ASHW In
other parts of the Arablan Sea.

s
© Envtonment Socety of Oman

KNOWLEDGE GAPS THAT HINDER EFFECTIVE CONSERVATION:

How far does the ASHW range extend
outside of Oman, and which areas are
critical for teeding and breeding?

How many whales remain in the
Arabian Sea?

How can threats be most effectively
mitigated?

ARABIAN SEA WHALE
NETWORK MEMBERS ARE
COLLABORATING TO ADDRESS
THESE KNOWLEDGE GAPS

B
ARABIAN SEA
WHALE NETWORK

eries and industry to mitigate the threats of
ing gear entanglement, ship strike, and
habitat degradation.

If you are i in learning HOW YOU CAN
SUPPORT these efforts, please visit our website:

https://arabianseawhalenetwork.org
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