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Largest of all fish

They have a large mouth and are filter feeders (similar to some
whales)

Feed on plankton, krill and small fish

Whale shark females produce eggs, the young hatch inside of the
mother then the female gives birth to about 300 whale shark pups!
Unique spot patterns allow individual sharks to be identified
Touching them can disturb their protective mucus layer that is part of =
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Oman is part of the migration route of a globally significant

population of whale shark population
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Let's work together for“
sustainable whale shark
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No flash photography No touching, riding or chasing No jetskis or underwater Max speed 8 knots Do not block their movement Maximum viewing time IO L
scooters : 20 minutes per vessel Only 10 swm.1mers at a time
P no swimming directly underneath
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Contribute
to Science!
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Photographing a Whale Shark
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Take a photograph or video screenshot of a sighted whale shark and upload onto Wildbook to contribute to ongoing
local, regional and international research on whale sharks. The patterns on a whale shark can be used as a unique
“bodyprint” identifier and the photos that you submit will be used in studies to help with the global conservation of this
endangered species. The database can notify you once a shark that you reported is resighted!

Q How to take photos

Maintain 3 meter distance away from the whale shark at all times
1- Left-side spot patterning (most important shot!)

¢ Place yourself perpendicular to the left pectoral fin

e Take a photograph of the left side of the body above the left fin

2- Right-side spot patterning
e Place yourself perpendicular to the right side pectoral fin
e Take a photograph of the right side of the body above the right fin

3- Scarring.
e Photographs of scarring on the head, fins, and body can also help identify previously marked individuals

Upload photos directly to Wildbook for Whale Sharks at: http://www.whaleshark.org/submit.jsp
Thank you for contributing to this global effort to protect the whale sharks!




