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RED

LIST

The International Union
for Conservation of Nature

(IUCN) Red List classifies
species at high risk of
global extinction.

Curious Facts

Look for me to discover
some interesting facts
about raptors!
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These illustrations show . et — aa
the various features of = \e / /
raptors, also referred to as = :
their “topography”, that
are important for their
identification.
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Adult &L

man, especially the northern
Hajar Mountains and
Masirah Island, is a
stronghold for the
Egyptian Vulture,
which is globally Endangered. Masirah
supports the second highest density of
Egyptian Vultures world-wide. They
are often found in close association

with human settlements, and globally | %\
huge numbers can be seen at the ‘ \ \\\

Identification

" Wingspan: 155 -170 cm
M Weight: 1.6 - 2.4 kg

Wedge-shaped tail. Adults (4+
years) have an off-white body,
with black flight feathers and a
yellow face. 1-year-old is dark
brown with a dark face. Immatures
have mottled light/dark brown
colouration, pale yellowish face.

municipal landfill of Muscat.
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Diet
Scavenge on small remains of
meat, rubbish and food scraps,
especially at dumpsites, landfills
etc., also on dead animals,
including fish.
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Status
in Oman

Breeding resident.
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Lappet-faced
Vulture
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bte areas,
arcasses of
els, etc. Like

st all Old-World vultures
are under severe pressure
de variety of threats.
Cian include

on. nest destruction
and killing of nestlings.
Wingspan: 250-290 cm Curious Facts
Weight: 18.5-13.9 kg

Torgos tracheliotos

Largest breeding bird in

Oman. Can range over
Tt Taroe coarino bird i thousands of square

Very large soaring bird. Uni kilometres in search of food.

formly dark brewn-black

plumage. Head pink-ish to red &yl Bl
and featherless. Breed- Ok § dsliakl yadall ST
ing resident  Mostly car- SYY Glpdall & S
casses of large animals (Cam- plalall e Ty Ol sk
els, Goats, etc.). Largest

breeding bird in Oman. Can :
range over thousands of square NN @e.
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Identification

Wingspan: 165 - 214 cm
Weight: 2 - 3.9 kg

Large brown eagle. Visits Oman only
during the winter. Light colouring
on the head is less obvious than
in other eagles such as Imperial or
Golden Eagle. Adults are uniformly
dark brown. Juveniles are light
brown with row of light feathers
running through the wing.

Adult U

Juvenile
ts
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teppe Eagles visit Oman in

the winter, having migrated

from breeding areas, mostly

in central Asia. Once the

world’s most common large
eagle, Steppe Eagles are now globally
endangered. Habitat loss on the breeding
grounds, poisoning and electrocution are
major threats. Satellite tracking of birds
wintering in Dhofar has revealed that
they spend their summers in Kazakhstan
and Russia.
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Curious Facts

| am the eagle on the back

of the Omani 100 baiza note.
Large numbers (2000+) are
sometimes seen at rubbish
dumps, particularly in Dhofar.
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Status in Oman

Visitor to Oman in winter
and during migration.
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Diet
Live prey during summer, but

mostly scavenges in winter at
refuse disposal sites.
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RED
LIST

IUCN Status
VULNERABLE
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Curious Facts

Winters in Madagascar. Breeds
in high summer on islands and
coast of north Oman. Oman
has led the world in research
on Sooty Falcon.
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Osprey
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sprey are found across

much of the globe and feed

exclusively on fish. When

nesting away from the

coast, they can carry their
prey many kilometres back to their nests.
In Oman their nests are near the coast,
and are on the ground or on cliffs, and
they use their nest year after year.
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Curious Facts

Cosmopolitan, living in many parts
of the world. Dives under water to
catch fish. Nests are used year after
year, sometimes reaching 2 m tall.

Photo © Mohammed al Rawas
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Identification RAEPINY

Golden Eagle 44 e i

2 Weight: 2.8 - 7 kg 7 - 2.8:939)

Large brown eagle with blonde or golden back R AL O : )
of head and nape. Wings are narrower near 85509 0oVl Ll Bt ide
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Aquila chrysaetos

Curious Facts

The most cosmopolitan of all eagles, living
in many parts of the world. In other parts of
the range it drops tortoises and hedgehogs
... L \ — from high in the air to enable feeding.
RED R ) Occurs on the national flags of Mexico,
LisT == I Egypt, Kazakhstan, Germany and Moldova.
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Bonelli's
Eagle

Aquila fasciata

Curious Facts

Most common eagle resident in Oman, but
often difficult to see. Named after an Italian
ornithologist, Franco Andrea Bonelli,

who collected the first specimen. Often
harassed by ravens.
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Identification .E.Fs.?

% Wingspan: 115 - 145 cm
M Weight: 0.4 -0.9 kg

Western
Marsh Harrier

IUCN Status

LEAST CONCERN

Medium-sized brown bird; often juveniles T.;.g,\@; Jsj
and adult females have a noticeable blonde
forehead. Adult males have grey upper-wings
and white under-wings with black tipped
primaries. Yellow eye is sometimes very
obvious against a rather dark head. Oliolghl
Often seen flying slowly, especially
over wetlands and coastal vegetation.
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estern Marsh Harrier is a
rather common species Dlet Bblbly dub)l
that migrates to Oman Opportunist, large variety of small mammals Ao lud) dsld)
in the winter. It feeds (voles, rats, mice), waterfowl, waders,
on mammals and birds passerines, also nestlings and insects.
and hunts for these over wetlands and rather
open agricultural areas. Good places to see o
them include the Al Ansab wetlands, Qurm 4““"’ |
mangroves, Barr al Hikman, and Batinah and . e e . L E . T
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Common S

Kestrel

Falco tinnunculus

ommon Kestrels breed

in Oman, but some also

migrate to the Sultanate in

winter (September-April).

It is often seen in good
numbers in the Dhofar Mountains. When
searching for prey it alternates between
slow gliding, soaring and hovering flight.
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Curious Facts

While hunting, it can hover at one
spot in mid-air. Recent genetic studies

(]
Diet
Invertebrates (insects), but also small
mammals, snakes, lizards and small birds.
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Status in Oman

Breeding resident and visitor to Oman in
winter and during migration.
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LEAST CONCERN
Tasags s

indicate falcons are more closely related
to parrots than to other birds of prey.
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RED
LIST

IUCN Status
VULNERABLE

LW 220

Curious Facts

Most Eastern Imperial Eagles seen in
Oman are juvenile birds. Can often be
confused with Steppe Eagles, look for
brown-coloured breast with heavy vertical
streaking for distinction.
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Common O

Kestrel
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Falco tinnunculus

Red List IUCN
Conservation
Status
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Falco concolor

/ﬁ)'/ Sooty Falcon
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Verreaux's
Eagle
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Other Raptors
of Oman

The raptors in the table
below are some that live in or

visit Oman, and are typically
more difficult to see.

Common
name

European Honey
Buzzard

Crested/Oriental
Honey Buzzard

Black Kite

Griffon Vulture

Short-toed
Snake Eagle

Hen Harrier

Pallid Harrier

Montagu’s Harrier

Eurasian
Sparrowhawk

Common Buzzard

Scientific IUCN . Statusin
name conservation Oman**
status*
Pernis apivorus LC M
Pernis ptilorhynchus LC w
Milvus migrans LC M, W
Gyps fulvus LC M, W
Circaetus gallicus LC M, W
Circus cyaneus LC M, W
Circus macrourus NT M, W
Circus pygargus LC M, W
Accipiter nisus LC M, W
Buteo buteo LC M, W

Long-legged
Buzzard

Greater Spotted
Eagle

Booted Eagle

Lesser Kestrel

Amur Falcon

Eurasian Hobby

Lanner Falcon

Saker Falcon

Peregrine
Falcon

Barbary
Falcon

Barn Owl

African
Scops Owl

Pallid
Scops Owl

Eurasian
Scops Owl

Pharaoh
Eagle Owl

Spotted
Eagle Owl

Little Owl

Omani Owl

*LC = Least Concern, NT = Near Threatened, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, DD = Data Deficient
**M = Passage Migrant, W = Winter Visitor, R = Resident Breeder

Buteo rufinus

Clanga clanga

Hieraaetus pennatus

Falco naumanni

Falco amurensis

Falco subbuteo

Falco biarmicus

Falco cherrug

Falco peregrinus

Falco pelegrinoides

Tyto alba

Otus senegalensis

Otus brucei

Otus scops

Bubo ascalaphus

Bubo africanus

Athene noctua

Strix butleri

LC

vu

LC

LC

LC

LC

LC

EN

LC

Not evaluated

LC

LC

LC

LC

LC

LC

LC

DD
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Buteo rufinus

Clanga clanga

Hieraaetus pennatus

Falco naumanni

Falco amurensis

Falco subbuteo

Falco biarmicus

Falco cherrug

Falco peregrinus

Falco pelegrinoides

Tyto alba

Otus senegalensis

Otus brucei
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Pernis apivorus
Pernis ptilorhynchus
Milvus migrans
Gyps fulvus
Circaetus gallicus
Circus cyaneus
Circus macrourus
Circus pygargus
Accipiter nisus

Buteo buteo
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